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Southern. The first is a narrow strip bordered on
the north by the sea and on the south by a belt of
sand dunes stretching from El Arish to Qantara,
At their widest the dunes extend for many miles in
a southerly direction. No wheeled transport can
move through them, and progress for a man on foot
is slow and arduous. The Central Zone is a broad
limestone plateau forming a natural escarpment, east
to west, across the Peninsula. Rising from the southern
extremity of the sand dunes the plateau attains
rapidly a height of 3,000 feet above sea-lev el, and
then falls as abruptly, the western edge being ter-
minated by the high ground at Mukhsheib, Yelleg, and
Sowa. The most prominent feature of the Southern
Zone is the presence of lofty granite mountains, which
in the vicinity of Akaba rise as high as 10,000 feet.
Of the Peninsula, as a whole, it may be said truly that
no area in the world is more bleak or more desolate.
The inhabitants are a few Bedouins, nomadic in
habit, and unaffected by standards of comfort. In
the Northern Zone there are a few oases where date-
palms grow and poor crops of barley are raised; but
elsewhere there is no vegetation, and little sign of
human or animal life. Of the climate no prediction
can be made save that snow will not fall. The heat
in summer is intense, and in winter bitter winds and
sandstorms blow. The Syrian-Turkish soldier hated
equally all seasons spent in this inhospitable desert:
and the survivors of DjemaPs army must have bitter
memories of campaigning in Sinai.

Apart from the narrow Northern Zone, recognized
wells and watering places in the Peninsula are few and
scattered, though their number and available supply
of water increase in years when unusually heavy rain
falls over the district. Then storms from the Medi-
terranean sweep across the belt of sand dunes to
break upon the Central Plateau, where two great